
TANGO

Box #18 – October 2012 to May 2014
For my daughter Tracy 

on her Thirty sixth birthday

Pau Marfim, Bubinga, Swiss Pear, Pink Ivory, Purple Heart,  
Aromatic Cedar, African Blackwood, Ilala Palm & Boekenhout

14th May 2014
Eddie Power



Inspiration

Allashka Kosarevskaya



Pavement artists in Buenos Aires during our visit Mar2014

Arrangement by Pinkie from original picture 
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ILALA PALM

Found in Zimbabwe and KZN.  Fruit takes two years to ripen; ripe fruit may remain attached 
to the tree for a further two years before falling. Elephants are known to eat and disperse 
the fruits of this palm. Seeds from elephant dung which were cracked and planted 
germinated within 30 days. The palm cunningly uses the elephant to carry its seed well away 
from the mother plant and deposit it ready chipped for germination along with a large pile of 
manure to aid growth! 
lala palms grow at the rate of about one new leaf a year. 
A liquor developed and produced in SA, competes with Distells Amarula Cream.
Rural communities have used the Ilala palm as a source of income. The leaves are woven for 
rooftops, baskets and mats, while the sap is tapped to create intoxicating brews. Legend has 
it that these brews imbued warriors with the strength and courage to hunt lion. Also held to 
be an aphrodisiac.

Ilala Palm, the material used for the hat is hard,  like Ivory.  A sliced portion of the palm 
stuck to a piece of wood with double sided tape.  Profile hand carved and polished to 
mirror finish.   What a superb find,  thank you to my friend Charles Hepburn.

AKA  - Lala palm,  Gingerbread tree, Fan Palm, Lilala,  Nnala, Mulala, 
Vegetable Ivory, Hyphaene coriacea



African Blackwood 
Grenadillo Dalbergia melanoxylon
Family: Leguminosae

Other Names: Congowood, Mozambique ebony, Senegal ebony Cape Damson 
ebony.

Distribution: This African tree has an extensive range on the continent. It can be 
found in the savanna regions of the Sudan southward to Mozambique, then 
westward to Angola and northward to Nigeria and Senegal. 

The Timber: the heartwood is dark purplish black or brown with black streaks which 
usually predominate so that the general effect is nearly black. The luster is dull and 
odor and taste are not distinct. It is very hard and heavy wood. The grain is mostly 
straight with a fine texture. It has a slightly oily nature. The narrow sapwood is 
white and very clearly defined. 

Working Qualities: This wood has exceptionally good working qualities. It cuts very 
smooth and evenly, taking an excellent finish directly form the tool of the drill or 
lathe. It can be tapped for screw threads almost like metal. It is considered to be the 
best wood available for ornamental turnery. 

Uses: A chief use is for woodwind instruments such as flutes, clarinets, bag pipes, 
etc... It is superior to ebony for this purpose because of its oily nature and 
resistance to climactic changes. The wood is also used for turnery in making such 
items as brush backs. Knife handles, chessmen and pool cues. 

Pink Ivory   
Berchemia zeyheri
Family: Rhamnaceae (buckthorn)

Other Names: Red Ivorywood, Umnini, Umgoloti.

Distribution: Mozambique, Zimbabwe and South 
Africa and scattering in other parts of southern 
Africa.

The Tree: This is a deciduous tree with a spreading 
crown and varies in height from under 20 ft (6.1m0 
to over 50 ft (15.2m). The boles are usually 7-9 in. 
(178-229mm) in quarter girth. The flowers are small 
and greenish-yellow in color. The fruits are small 
black berries, very similar in appearance to those of 
the buckthorns.

The Timber: The wood is uniformly bright pink or 
pale red. The luster is low, and odour and taste are 
not distinct. It is hard and heavy; when air-dried the 
weight is 62 lb/ft3 (993 kg/m3). The grain is straight 
to irregular, while the texture is very fine. The 
sapwood is almost white, and the pink heartwood, 
after long exposure, tends to become orange-
colored or orange-brown.

Guatambu / Pau Marfim
(Balfourodendron riedelianum)
Color: Cream to lemon yellow.

The Tree: With a maximum height of about 80 feet and 
diameters up to 30", the tree is not large. It produces a well 
formed bole up to 30 feet.

The Wood: The wood is usually compared with Hard Maple. 
Generally straight grain, dense with fine, uniform texture. 
Can be worked without much difficulty. Excellent turning 
wood. Very strong with excellent wear properties.

Typical Uses: Furniture, cabinets, flooring, tool handles.

Source Region: Southern Brazil, Paraguay.

Pau marfim goes by a number of trade names around the 
world. In Argentina it is called guatambu moroti; in Brazil, 
pau liso, farinha seca, and quatamba. In Peru it is known as 
quillo bordon; in Columbia it is yomo de huero; while 
ivorywood is one of its names in the United States and other 
English-speaking nations. 

Chatoyancy: the property whereby something reflects light 

quite differently depending on the viewing angle. Chatoyancy
is a special effect produced by some gemstones & wood 
varieties.  Derived from the French for cat's eye, is caused by 
the fibrous structure of a gemstone's material which creates 
the impression of a moving band of colour. 

Bubinga

Botanical Name: Guibourtia Demeusei
Family: Leuminosae
Specific Gravity: .88
Origin: Cameroon, Gabon and Zaire
General Description: This African 
wood is a reddish-brown color and 
usually defect free. It is a dense wood 
that can be used for many purposes. 
We are able to find this material in 
both plain and figured material. This 
material is sometimes available in very 
wide material for single piece table 
tops. We have Bubinga Flitches that 
are over 40" inches wide. We also 
sometimes we have flat sawn and 
quarter sawn figured material all from 
the same log.

Swiss Pear
European Pear, Wild Pear, Choke Pear

Botanical Name: Pyrus communis
Origin: Europe
General Description:European pear 
wood also known as Swiss Pear, 
allisee, ellesbeer etc is one of the 
finest continental hardwoods. The 
finest quality pear veneer comes from 
the sorbus tree, one of the only trees 
to have three heart color rings. Swiss 
pear wood is a lumber that gets richer 
as it oxidizes. It is used for flutes and 
has also been used by luthiers for 
violin construction.

Purple Heart
Amaranth, Violetwood, 
Koroboreli, Saka, Sakavalli, Pau 
Roxo, Nazareno, Morado, 
Tananeo
Botanical Name: Peltogyne
pubescens
Origin: USA
General Description:
*Purpleheart is aptly named for 
the deep purple color of its 
heartwood
*Tree grows in abundance in 
South America
*Very durable outdoors
*Purple color oxidizes to brown

Boekenhout
Cape Beech, Kaapse Boekenhout
or IsiCalabi
Botanical Name: Rapanea
melanophloeos
Origin: Eastern Cape
General Description:
The Cape beech is widely 
distributed throughout southern 
Africa from the southern Cape to 
Zambia, and the east coast to the 
tropics. This is an evergreen tree, 
4-18 m high. The mature leaves 
are leathery and dull, dark green, 
paler below.

Bubinga

Secret stuff



As it turned out it took a while to get going, collecting ideas from South 
America and choosing the woods to use.  Work started in earnest early 
2013 and with a bit of help from Pinkie a design was chosen, partly 
Intarsia and partly Marquetry.  The project took close to 400 hundred 
hours to complete, I enjoyed recording the journey with my new camera 
and had it set up ready to video or click away.  I get great pleasure in 
making these exclusive boxes for special people, perhaps they will be 
part of the legacy by which I will be remembered.
I have no doubt that you will cherish this gift from me to you and hope 
you will recall the fond memories of our many good times together every 
time you open it. These items have become a huge obsession, I doubt that 
I will continue at the same energy levels for much longer. Perhaps a new 
obsession will surface.

Notes

Tango, #18 was conceptualised and started around October 2012, 
perhaps for birthday 2013 - ok maybe Christmas 2013? 

To my Dear daughter Tracy

Enjoy Tango and fill it with joy, diamonds and memories.
With my love
Dad






